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and our country. Encouraging faith commu-
nities and other groups to co-sponsor refugee
families, he has worked to bring together Con-
necticut’s diverse residents to support refugee
resettlement and has advocated vigorously for
the U.S. government to allow more refugees
into the country. Most recently, when that in-
crease was approved, IRIS and its community
partners stepped up to welcome four hundred
and sixty to our state. Under Chris’ leadership,
IRIS has not only built relationships and better
understanding between Americans and the
refugees, but between the different local orga-
nizations.

Throughout his professional life, Chris
George has demonstrated a compassion and
commitment that is second to none. He em-
bodies the spirit in which the Willard McCrae
Community Diversity Award was created and |
am honored to join all of those gathered this
evening in extending my sincere congratula-
tions to him as he is bestowed with this very
special recognition. Chris—many thanks for
your service and best wishes for continued
success.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE CAREER OF
JOHN PEDROZO

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 30, 2016

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the career and achievements of Mr.
John Pedrozo. John has been a life-long ad-
vocate and community leader for the people of
the San Joaquin Valley and has passed on his
committed spirit of service to others. His
awareness of the unique issues that face
Merced County, and the solutions he has of-
fered in response, have proven to be valuable
assets in the development of our Valley.

John’s community ties to Merced are di-
verse and long-standing. After graduating from
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic School in Merced,
John moved on to graduate from Merced High
School and Merced College soon after. John
married his wife Kelly in 1979, and in her
found someone who shared his commitment
to improving the lives of others. Together John
and Kelly raised three wonderful children:
Kacie, Josh, and Anthony. They have followed
John’s example through both professional, and
faith based engagements by assisting count-
less residents of the San Joaquin Valley
throughout their careers.

John has served Merced County in multiple
capacities, ranging from leadership roles in the
Future Farmers of America during his youth,
to his service on the Merced County Board of
Supervisors. John was a member of the
Merced Union High School District Board of
Trustees before assuming his 12 year tenure
on the Board of Supervisors. He has also
served on the San Joaquin Joint Powers Au-
thority for a number of years, some as chair-
man, which has enabled him to be a guiding
voice on the direction of transportation
projects in the San Joaquin Valley.

During his time on the Board of Supervisors,
John was a tireless proponent for enhancing
educational opportunities for the youth in his
district. His commitment to expanding access
to youth programs for the children of Merced
has been instrumental in improving the state
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of education countywide. John’s steadfast sup-
port of law enforcement has also helped make
Merced County a safer place, and will not be
forgotten.

As John moves forward in his life, there is
no doubt that he will continue to find ways to
help make Merced County a better area for all
of its residents. His dedication to his family,
friends, and constituents have provided a bet-
ter future for the people of Merced County,
and | am confident that his service will gain
him further recognition as a man of honor and
selflessness in the years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Mr. John Pedrozo for his
contributions to Merced County. John’s service
and commitment to improving Merced County
has laid the foundation for others to contribute
as he has.

———

TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE LIFE
OF KENNETH L. SCHROEDER

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 30, 2016

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and work of a pioneer in Silicon
Valley, Kenneth L. Schroeder, who died on
October 26, 2016 at his home in Los Altos
Hills, California, at the age of 70, due to com-
plications of ALS.

Ken Schroeder was born in lllinois, earned
a BSEE from the University of Wisconsin and
an MBA from University of Pennsylvania’s
Wharton School of Business. He received nu-
merous academic honors, including member-
ship in Tau Beta Pi and was selected as one
of the “125 People of Impact” at UW. His first
job after Wharton was at Hewlett-Packard. He
then joined Spectra Physics where he became
General Manager of the Construction Laser
Division. In 1979, Ken joined KLA Instruments
as Vice President of Manufacturing, and be-
came President and COO in 1991.

Under Ken’s leadership, the company made
great strides. Semiconductor test equipment
became a multibillion dollar market, and KLA-
Tencor was named one of the “Best Managed
Companies” by Forbes Magazine. Electronic
Business Magazine rated KLA-Tencor one of
the best run semiconductor equipment compa-
nies in the world, and the company received
accolades for its employee training programs.
San Jose Magazine ranked KLA-Tencor as
“one of the best places to work” in Silicon Val-
ley. VLS| Research named Ken Schroeder
“Most Valuable Executive” and elected him to
its Hall of Fame. During his time as CEO of
KLA-Tencor, sales doubled and retained earn-
ings tripled.

Ken leaves his beloved wife, Fran Codispoti,
his son Christian, his daughter-in-law Sarah
and grandson Erik; his daughter Margaux and
his son-in-law Brian. He also leaves his sister
Nancy, his brother Robert, many loving family
members and countless friends.

Ken Schroeder was a national treasure. He
was a giant of a man, tremendously effective
in business, big of heart, huge in his gen-
erosity and tall in stature. | consider it a great
privilege to have known him and called him
my friend, and he will be missed by all who
had the privilege of knowing him.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in extending our most
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sincere condolences to the love of Ken’s life,
Fran, and to the entire Schroeder family.

——————

HONORING JERRY CLUPPER AS HE
IS AWARDED THE 2016 AMERICAN
MANUFACTURING HALL OF
FAME LEADERSHIP AWARD

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 30, 2016

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to join the New
Haven Manufacturers Association and the
many family, friends, and colleagues who
have gathered as Jerry Clupper, Executive Di-
rector of the Association, is honored with the
2016 American Manufacturing Hall of Fame
Leadership Award. For more than two dec-
ades, Jerry has played an integral role in ad-
vancing manufacturing, as an industry and a
career path and this award is a reflection of all
of his good work.

Owner of Process Services, LLC and Exec-
utive Director of the New Haven Manufac-
turing Association for the last fifteen years,
there are few who devoted as much time and
energy to advocating for manufacturing in our
state. Manufacturing has grown in so many
ways yet too many hold tight to the
stereotypical images of grimy factory floors
and workerd faces stained with grease and
dirt. No one has worked harder to change that
image than Jerry. He has spent countless
hours meeting with his fellow manufacturers,
collaborating with high school and college
educators, and advocating for changes in the
halls of Connecticut's General Assembly.
From workforce development to investment in
manufacturing, Jerry has and continues to be
a catalyst for change—strengthening relation-
ships between the community and the industry
and inspiring a new generation of manufactur-
ers.

| would be remiss if | did not take a moment
to extend a personal note of thanks to Jerry.
Over the years, he has helped myself and my
staff on a variety of projects. He has joined
me at local technical high schools to look at
ways Congress can support skills training that
better prepares students for local manufac-
turing jobs. We have visited community col-
leges where he has helped to develop curricu-
lums for advanced manufacturing degrees that
help those graduates meet the changing
needs of our manufacturing industry. And it
was under his leadership that the New Haven
Manufacturing Association and | developed
the concept and legislation for the Manufac-
turing Reinvestment Act. He has been an in-
valuable resource and what began as a work-
ing collaborative has grown into a cherished
friendship.

Jerry Clupper has been a leader in Con-
necticut's manufacturing industry in every
sense of the. word. His vision, dedication, and
advocacy have renewed the spirit of an indus-
try that has a long and proud Connecticut his-
tory. There is no one more deserving of being
honored with the 2016 American Manufac-
turing Hall of Fame Leadership Award. | am
honored to rise today to extend my heartfelt
congratulations to Jerry on this very special
and prestigious recognition.
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